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he would not take more, even as a gift     Lordi884.

Granville objected to everything done by others,
and did nothing himself. It is difficult not to
sympathise with Bismarck's complaints in the
Reichstag of the constant and interminable
despatches he received from Downing Street. He
was a man of prompt decision, and preferred to
deal with those who knew their own minds. At
the same time a war with England was the last
thing that he desired, and in the Reichstag he
emphatically denied its possibility. He liked
scraps of rather ugly Latin, and described his
method as do ut des, a policy of give and take.
His friendly speech was followed by a visit to
England of his son Count Herbert and a return March 3,
visit of Lord Rosebery to Germany, which1S85'
smoothed difficulties that should never have arisen.

A Conference held at Berlin to determine
international claims over the African river Congo, Tlie Congo
which runs a circuitous course from the Mitumbajrree statei
Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean, resulted in the
formation of the Congo Free State, with the King May isss.
of the Belgians as its Sovereign. The British
explorer Henry Stanley, to whom European know-
ledge of the Congo was chiefly due, declined the
office of Governor-General, and it was accepted
by Sir Francis de Winton. The course of the
river was divided into four districts, the one nearest
the sea being British, the next German, the third
Italian, the uppermost Belgian. It was stipulated
that the Sovereignty of King Leopold should be
purely personal, and that the Belgian Government
should have nothing to do with the Congo State,

Lord Derby's proposal of common action by the Australian
Australian Colonies was warmly received on their conference1
part, and a  Conference held in  Sydney at theatSydney"
end of 1883 declared for Federation.    Australian
Federation might even then have been feasible,